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obtaining a prison sentence. This he did not fear. He was only
vulnerable, he knew, if a fine were imposed upon him*
In the course of his long complaint, which gossip declared
was in fact solely provoked by his anger at the acquittal of
a former valint of the name of Pauraa Tai whom he had
accused of stealing a ring and a coffee-mill and of trespassing
on his property at night by sweeping among the brushwood
with a house broom, Gauguin declared that he and his neigh-
bours had suffered thefts and depredations which had gone
unpunished although the thieves were known, and that it
had become notorious in his district that he could be "robbed,
fallen upon" with impunity* He added that he expected the
laws of the island to function for him as they did for others,
to protect him, or to punish him if he ceased to be an honest
man. If the magistrate had behaved in the way that he had
with the idea of treading on his toes and of making a fool of
him, he would have the honour to send him his seconds. If,
on the other hand, he were willing to admit that he had not
the strength to "conduct a parquet, nor even to wax it/' he
would ask the Government to send him back to France where
he could recommence his law studies* "You have no powers,
sir/' Gauguin told him somewhat tardy; "you have only
duties/' The style, grammar and phrasing of his letter were
all uncertain, and for the moment Gauguin's logic and dignity
seemed to have left him under the stress of his anger and his
sense of grievance.
The letter appeared and must have caused a sensation, but
the magistrate, most wisely, took no steps. Gauguin was
disgusted. "What rottenness in our colonies/' he commented
to Daniel, but he was undoubtedly fortunate that no action
was taken, for such action could only have ended in a sentence
for slander or in a fine, or both.
The event had, however, the salutary and immediate effect of
putting an end to the thieving, while he himself had achieved a
fatal victory of defiance which, backed by a sense of impunity,
marked the beginning of his quarrels with all administrative